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affirmed by a divine message, ratified by the
lips  of Him whose name is the Truth, and
whom. Christians know to be the Son of God,
the  "Word and Wisdom of the Most High.
Ne^t, the known facts of generation lead us
back, without miracle, to a time when there
were only a few pairs, or a single pair, of each
species.    But this principle, though confirmed
so far by an immense experience, leads us no
farther.    Reason teaches that there must have
been a beginning, and that an infinite series,
backward, of single pairs each producing a
single pair, is incredible and unnatural, and
even impossible.     Here reason and faith com-
bine, then, to complete the lesson of expe-
rience.    They point alike to a beginning, in
which first parents of each species received
thoir double powers of life and reproduction
direct from the will of a Divine Creator.   A
consilience of evidence, from distinct sources,
thus conspires to prove the same truth.
* Let us now compare the evidence for the
rival theory.    The only direct evidence pos-
sible for facts before human j-ecord is ^a Divine
testimony.    Such a testimony exists,' received
as* divine by the faith  of Jews .and Chris-
tians   for more than 'two   thousand   years,
and sealed as true and genuine by plainly